








THE HOLOCAUST
LAST CHAPTER

General Dwight D. Eisenhower and other high-
ranking U.S. Army officers view the bodies of
prisoners killed by German camp authorities during
the evacuation of the Ohrdruf concentration camp.
Eisenhower visited the camp to witness personally
the evidence of atrocities. He publicly expressed his
shock and revulsion, and he urged others to see the
camps firsthand lest “the stories of Nazi brutality”
be forgotten or dismissed as merely “propaganda.”

Ohrdruf, Germany, April 12, 1945
National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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Leading Nazi officials listen to proceedings at the
International Military Tribunal, the best known of
the postwar trials, in Nuremberg, Germany, before
judges representing the Allied powers. Beginning in
October 1945, 22 ma]or war criminals were tried on
charges of crimes against peace, war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and conspiracy to commit such crimes.

Nuremberg, Germany, November 1945—October 1946
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of fobn W. Mosenthal
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GENOCIDE DID NOT END WITH THE HOLOCAUST

In response to the Holocaust, the international
community worked to create safeguards to prevent
future genocides. The United Nations in 1948 voted
to establish genocide as an international crime,
calling it an “odious scourge” to be condemned by
the civilized world. Despite this effort, genocide

has continued, and it continues to threaten parts of
the world even today. Refugees from the 2003—2005
genocide in Darfur, Sudan, above, struggle to survive
after being displaced from their villages.

Touloum refugee camp, Chad, May 2004
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
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